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Do’s and Dont’s – The perfect minimum

Your 
picture

E-mail

Your name

A short summary of 
your research to 

ensure visitors that 
you are indeed the 

right person

Do:
● About me, academic bio, headshot, CV
● Research, Current project, Research outcomes
● Publications, Abstracts or descriptions, Publication links
● Speaking Engagements
● Teaching, course descriptions, syllabi, open projects
● Outreach and science communication
● Contact
● Links to social media profiles, if active; could also embed

Do not:
● Add private information
● Hide your contact details
● Add a “under construction”
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Do’s and Dont’s – The perfect minimum
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Do’s and Dont’s – All the essentials
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Do’s and Dont’s – Let’s get Fancy!
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A bit more advanced Web-design

Responsive Design

Know all Browsers

Accessibility

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Slides made by

Vanessa Sennrich!
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Responsive Design

What does it mean? Adapts to screen size!
→ Mobile Phone
→ Computer
→ Tablate

What to consider:
● Most important info first (no scrolling needed)
● Avoid rigid layout (size changing images)
● Media optimization (Image file size)

→ Use jpg or svg
→ resize images (max width 2560px)
→ compress to <200kb if possible

Mobile Desktop Tablet
gs.statcounter.com, 16 Nov 2023
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Responsive Design – How to test it?

Press F12
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Know all Browsers

Test regularly and in different browsers
→ Devices: desktop/laptop, mobile, tablet
→ OS: Apple, Android, Windows, Linux
→ Browsers: Chrome Firefox, MS Edge, Safari

What can you use?
→ Inspector/Developer tools in browser
→ Quick: adjusting browser window size
→ Online testing: browserling.com Chrome Safari Edge

Firefox Others
gs.statcounter.com, 16 Nov 2023
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Accessibility

WHO speaks of 16% with significant 
disability, very diverse (physical, sensory, 
cognitive and intellectual) 
→ make website accessible for all

Side effects
● Professional design, e.g. organised, colours, …
● More user friendly, not only with disabilities
● Accessible for search engines, found more easily
● Concept not only relevant for website, e.g. teaching, presentations, documentation, …
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Accessibility

Best practice Principles:

● Flexible input: keyboard navigation, for example with TAB key

● Clear organization & explicit semantics

● Keep it simple 

● Alt-text & text alternatives, <img src=pic.png" alt="A Portrait of Sven Kiefer" />

● Colour contrast 

● 2-senses principle, e.g. video captions, script

Good! Bad!
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Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
People will find your webpage through google!

● Accessibility, responsiveness, loading speed (already checked!) 

● Keywords 
focus on your audience (colleagues, students, future employer…) and put essential 
keywords in URL and (H1) titles; write meaningful image file name and alt text

● Meta description, 
The first paragraph is the most important (~150 characters)
<meta name="description" content=”Enter your description here">

● Content uniqueness
Do not copy from University webpage, avoid duplicate content within website

● Links, advertise webpage
Add other links to your webpage, tell other people about your page
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Legal Aspects

● Copyright
Text and images only with permission; respect the license,  e.g. CC BY-SA 
copyright image = person who took image

● Cookie notice (only if you use them)
Mandatory if webpage has visitors from EU; typical cookie banner

● Privacy policy
mandatory if use cookies / tracking tools / embed platforms that use tracking tools
Caution: Google fonts usually transfer data to Google
Useful tool: privacy badger
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How to make your own webpage

www.mywebpage.github.io

HTML

Server
URL Code



Sven Kiefer How to make your own Webpage 22

How to make your own webpage

www.mywebpage.github.io

HTML

Server
URL Code

$$$



Sven Kiefer How to make your own Webpage 23

How to make your own webpage

www.mywebpage.github.io

HTML

Server
URL Code

$$$



Sven Kiefer How to make your own Webpage 24

How to make your own webpage
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How to make your own webpage
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How to make your own webpage
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Tutorial – Set up GitHub
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Tutorial
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Tutorial – How to create a Token
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Tutorial – How to create a Token
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Tutorial – Let’s continue
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Tutorial – Where to go from here?

Add more essentials:
● Picture
● E-mail
● Description
● CV
● Publications
● Talks and posters
● Teaching experiences

Add optional stuff:
● Outreach talks
● Projects you worked on
● Artist collaborations
● Related hobbies

Make the page your own:
● Add more pictures
● Individual design
● Add funny gimmicks
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